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friends who followed this path to freedom. Others have
had the courage to live and have attempted to slip illegally
across the frontier and here again die German Army
has been very decent. In conjunction with the Czech
officials they have closed an eye to these little excursions
abroad, and have indeed advised people they have had
to arrest, to go while the going was good.

At Cadca, already Slovak territory, fifty German
soldiers and a few officers crossed the Polish frontier and
requested the civic officials to give them quarters'; they
then demanded the surrender of the keys of the town,
whereupon the Mayor, on the pretence that he was going
to consult his councillors, informed the police, who
together with the Polish soldiers disarmed the Germans.
This took place on the same day that Colonel Beck was
negotiating in London, and according to a Polish version,
on the point of refusing to sign the Anglo-Polish pact
because he did not want to spoil his friendship with the
Wilhelmstrasse. When he heard the news of this invasion
of German troops, he is said to have changed his views.
The German troops had attempted to break through with
guns and tanks, but they were beaten back successfully
by the Polish artillery.

As far as the armaments of the Germans are concerned,
I myself saw in Prague how the motorised columns and
the, tanks were stuck in the snow. The material is so
poor that we could not understand how Hitler could
have dared in the September crisis to have risked a war.

With his conquest of Czechoslovakia, Hitler has obtained
a new supply of raw materials, as well as a supply of